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Action on Women’s Homelessness Resolution title
The NFWI echoes the calls of homelessness charities and urges all levels of government to take action to reduce women’s homelessness, reduce the number of women at risk of homelessness, and improve the quality of temporary accommodation. We call on WI members to support homelessness organisations in their communities and campaign to ensure that all women have a place they can safely call home.
Proposer’s position

The proposer is concerned with the number of women at risk of homelessness. They would like to see all levels of government aim to reduce the number of women at risk and to improve the quality of temporary accommodation that women and their families reside in. 
The scale of the problem
 
Research estimates that over 350,000 people are sleeping rough in England and Wales, a number greater than the resident population of Nottingham. The number of rough sleepers is on the rise, with Crisis projecting a continued increase over the next decade.
According to the latest official statistics published in February 2026, 2025 was the fourth year in a row that rough sleeping numbers have risen. The figures also show that the number of children in homeless families living in temporary accommodation increased to the highest levels on record, up 12,020 in a year to 175,990. 
Existing statistics use data collection methods which assume the male, visible experience of homelessness is universal, which the 2023 Women’s Rough Sleeping Census predicts significantly underestimates the number of women who are experiencing homelessness, potentially by up to 90%.
Women are believed to disproportionately experience ‘hidden homelessness’ as they are more likely to seek safety by hiding their rough sleeping status through riding overnight buses, sofa surfing, hiding in woodlands, and sleeping in hospitals and fast food restaurants. According to the Single Homelessness Project, by hiding from the dangers of being visible on the streets, women are hidden from the outreach and homelessness services they need and deserve. Moreover, the average life expectancy for female rough sleepers in the UK is 43, and they are nine times more likely to take their own life than the general population.
Research by the Women’s Budget Group highlights that women in insecure and/or low-paid employment, single mothers, and women in abusive relationships all face a disproportionate and unique risk of experiencing homelessness. Shelter reports that 69% of women who rent privately worry they wouldn’t be able to afford anywhere to live if their relationship broke down, equivalent to 2.7 million women.
Women who belong to other marginalised groups are disproportionately affected by the housing crisis. Black people are more than three times as likely to experience homelessness, and are significantly overrepresented in temporary accommodation. Research by Single Homeless Project indicates that female rough sleepers are almost universally survivors of a form of domestic violence/abuse. Lone mothers are believed to be one of the groups hit hardest, with 1 in 38 lone mothers being homeless in England right now. Disabled women, women who have a disabled child, or identify as LGBTQ+ face disproportionate and uniquely challenging risks in regards to housing security. A new study by Crisis has found that the number of people over the age of 55 in England facing homelessness is expected to increase by over 50% over the next five years, with nearly one in five say they can’t retire due to housing costs. 
Shelter reports that across England and Wales, the highest numbers of children are living in temporary accommodation, hotels, B&Bs, and short-let flats since records began, despite these residencies never being built as permanent homes. Temporary accommodation may provide shelter, but it does not provide a home; buildings are often of poor quality, overcrowded, inaccessible, and lack basic facilities such as adequate cooking, bathing, or play areas, and are located miles away from work placements and their community. Offering poor-quality temporary accommodation has become big business for private corporations who exploit the lack of scrutiny from the government, which London Assembly Housing Committee reports prioritises profit over fit-for-purpose housing.
The current situation
In December 2025, the government published a national strategy on homelessness, which focuses on prevention and early intervention, coordination between health, housing and social services, reducing reliance on temporary accommodation and increasing funding for councils and support services. As part of the strategy, a new Crisis and Resilience Fund was announced- beginning in 2026 and providing £842million per year to support people in financial crisis and prevent homelessness. 

Local authorities broadly welcomed the strategy but warned that significant additional action will still be needed, particularly to reduce the number of families in temporary accommodation. 

Homelessness charities and campaigners have criticised the government for a lack of urgency and detail in their plan to build more housing, with current progress months behind schedule. Government plans have also failed to recognise how men and women can experience homelessness differently, therefore often requiring tailored support. Finally, plans show a lack of commitment to long-term funding, and neither are the plans ambitious enough to adequately resolve the housing crisis, particularly when incorporating the scale of the temporary housing crisis. 

Currently, more than 1.3 million families are on waiting lists for social homes in England, with 100-year waits for a family home in some areas. In Wales, more than 94,000 households are on waiting lists for social housing. In 2023, Shelter reported that 60% of people living in temporary accommodation are women, with single mothers disproportionately represented in waiting lists. 
In March 2026, the Local Government Association said that the cost to councils of providing temporary accommodation for homeless people in England is projected to more than double to almost £4bn by 2029–30. 
Various charities are campaigning for a variety of policy and legislative changes to improve the situation for people experiencing homelessness, including a commitment from the government to:
· Build a future free from homelessness across the UK
· Uplift housing benefits to reflect private rent inflation, ensuring that private rental listings are affordable to people in receipt of housing benefits
· Scrap the 1824 Vagrancy Act, which made rough sleeping a criminal offence in England and Wales. 
With regards to women’s homelessness, campaign groups are calling for better data collection and analysis to accurately capture the scale of the women’s homelessness crisis, as well as resources that map women-only homelessness support services. It remains that there is no single UK government-led national women’s homelessness strategy. Homeless Link has produced a ‘Gendered Lens Framework’ to support homelessness services to take a gender informed approach to improve outcomes for women, which campaigners are calling for services to adopt. 

Points to consider

· This resolution has the potential to tangibly improve the lives of some of society’s most marginalised women. It is a powerful play on the WI’s stereotypical association with homemaking, bringing a campaign angle and fighting for the needs of others.
· This resolution is practical, with the option for WIs to engage in crafts that support women experiencing rough sleeping, volunteer with local soup kitchens, and fundraise for local homelessness and women’s refuge charities. 
· This resolution is timely in its ability to hold the government to account in its pledges to tackle the housing crisis, whilst also ensuring policymakers are aware of the need for a gendered approach.
· There are already a number of organisations working on this issue. Is this something the WI can add value to? 
How could the WI work on this issue if it was passed?
A full campaign would be developed by the NFWI if the resolution is passed, taking into account developments since then. To help inform your discussions, here are some ways the WI could consider working on the issue. 
At regional and local levels, WIs could engage with local homelessness charities and women’s refuges to identify the greatest need for support in the local area. Members could engage in craft activities to produce items that can provide both warmth and comfort to support women in insecure, inappropriate housing feel safer and at home. Members could volunteer at local community kitchens to provide food to those in need could fundraise for both local and national charities working on the issue. WIs could support national efforts to strengthen women’s homelessness census data, particularly in Wales where there is significantly less data on the scale of women’s homelessness.
Nationally, this campaign could enable the NFWI to highlight the issue of women’s homelessness and the unique challenges women experience. The NFWI could partner with national homelessness charities to consider structures in which members can easily support women experiencing housing insecurity. 
The NFWI could join calls from homelessness charities calling for a national women’s homelessness strategy, including ring-fenced funding used to identify and support women experiencing homelessness. The NFWI could also raise public awareness about ‘hidden homelessness’ and how women are more likely to be hidden from homelessness data. 




Further information

The Marylebone Project
Changing Lives – Safety & Support for women facing homelessness
Crisis UK
Women’s Homelessness 
Single Homeless Project
 Women’s Homelessness
St Mungos
Women – Support for Women Overcoming Homelessness
Video Content
Single Homeless Project
Women’s Census Film 2023
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